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“Nervous, excitable parents expect, and so make, 
nervous children.” 


CORRECTION 


HE name of the standing Committee of the 

League of which Mr. Cheney Jones is Chairman 

is Joint Committee with the American Associa- 
tion for Organizing Family Social Work, instead of as 
mentioned on page four of our last BULLETIN. 


PROGRAM OF THE EASTERN REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE 
(FoRMERLY CHRISTMAS CONFERENCE) 
Thursday, January 3, 1924. 
2.30 p. M.—Miss Katharine P. Hewins, Boston, 

Presiding. 

The Unmarried Mother and the Social Agen- 
cies. 

(Joint Meeting with the Inter-City Conference 
on Illegitimacy.) 

Miss Ida R. Parker, Boston. 

Dr. Henry W. Thurston, NewYork. 

6.30 p. M.—Dinner at Aldine Club, 200 Fifth 

Avenue, $2.00 per plate. 

Make reservations early. 

Stunts and Community Singing. 

Program.—Alfred F. Whitman, Boston, Pre- 
siding. 

The Relationship of the American Sociological 
Society to the Child Welfare Field. 

Definition of the Child Welfare Field. 


Friday, January 4. 
10 a.m.—Miss Anna B. Pratt, Philadelphia, 
Presiding. 
The Ultimate Responsibility of the School 
a—In the field of health. 
b—In the field of recreation. 


DrEcEMBER 15, 1923 


2.30 p. ma.—Dr. Henry W. Thurston, New York, 
Presiding. 
The Ultimate Responsibility of the School for 
the Problem Child. 


Dinner guests Thursday evening will have an oppor- 
tunity during that afternoon to choose seats at tables 
presided over by various leaders in child welfare work. 
Please make your choice early on Thursday. 


NEW OFFICE QUARTERS OF THE LEAGUE 


For almost three years we have enjoyed the hos- 
pitality of the Department of Child Helping of the 
Russell Sage Foundation and of Dr. Hart, its Director. 
We are now located in more commodious quarters in 
the same building, Rooms 503-505, where we shall ex- 
pect to see all our friends when they come to New York. 

Our new telephone number is Gramercy 5943. 


IS THERE A SANTA CLAUS? 
Twenty-five years ago little Virginia O’Hanlon, per- 
plexed by this question, wrote to the editor of the New 
York Sun: “I am eight years old. Some of my little 
friends say there is no Santa Claus. Please tell me the 
truth—is there a Santa Claus?” 
The following editorial, published in the Sun in 1897, 
one of the finest things in our literature, answered for all 
time and all children this old, old question. 


“Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have 
been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. They 
do not believe except they see. They think that nothing 
can be which is not comprehensible by their little 
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or 
children’s, are little. In this great universe of ours man 
is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared 
with the boundless world about him, as measured by the 
intelligence capable of grasping the whole of truth and 
knowledge. 

“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as 
certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and 
you know that they abouud and give to your life its 
highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be 
the world if there were no Santa Claus! It would be as 
dreary as if there were no Virginias. There would be no 
childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to make 
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tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoyment, 
except in sense and sight. The eternal light with which 
childhood fills the world would be extinguished. 

“Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not 
believe in fairies! You might get your papa to hire 
men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to 
catch Santa Claus, but even if they did not see Santa 
Claus coming down, what would that prove? Nobody 
sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no 
Santa Claus. The most real things in the world are 
those that neither children nor men can see. Did you 
ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but 
that’s no proof that they are not there. Nobody can 
conceive or imagine all the wonders there are unseen 
and unseeable in the world. 

“You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what 
makes the noise inside, but there is a veil covering the 
unseen world which not the strongest man, nor even 
the united strength of all the strongest men that ever 
lived, could tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, 
romance, can push aside that curtain and view and 
picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all 
real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing 
else real and abiding. 

“No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and he 
lives forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, 
nay, ten times ten thousand years from now, he will 
continue to make glad the heart of childhood.’’— Re- 
printed from Pennsylvania Railroad Menu Card. 


BROADCASTING 


The Children’s Aid Association of Boston has been 
broadcasting stories illustrative of its work. These 
are given at approximately 7.30 each Thursday even- 
ing from Medford Hillside, Station WGI. Various 
members of the staff of that Association have written 
stories for broadcasting. 


November 22d.—Program was entitled “Broken 
Bones.”’ This was a story of unusual medical ser- 
vice in behalf of an older girl who was fast becoming 
a mental case because of worry over her physical 
condition. 

November 29th.—Program was entitled “Edward 
Wright’s Thanksgiving.”” The story begins with a 
man and a woman who, because of their love for 
children, later became foster parents of four chil- 
dren of the Association. 

The following are scheduled for the near future: 

December 20th.—‘‘A Christmas Fairy Godmother.” 

December 27th.—‘“‘How Frank Saved His Mother.” 

January 3d.—“‘Home Libraries.” 

January 10th.—“‘Born’d Again.” 

January 17th.—‘‘ Why Does Your Child Fuss About 
His Food?” 

January 24th.—“ David’s Escape.” 

January 3lst.—“‘A Modern Mary Antin.” 


This new form of publicity is commended to the atten- 
tion of our members. Mr. Alfred F. Whitman, 24 Mt. 
Vernon Street, Boston, will be glad to give details, if 
desired. 


OUR REGIONAL CONFERENCES 


In a recent number of The Teacher, Dr. A. T. Jamison, 
of the Connie Maxwell Orphanage, Greenwood, S. C., 
commented on the antagonism which formerly existed 
between the child-placing agencies and the institutions 
and which was not allayed by the deliberations of the 
White House Conference in January, 1909. We will 
for once cast all modesty aside and reprint a paragraph 
from this article: 


“Tn this good year of grace we see a marked change in 
attitude toward the institution. About five years ago 
there was set on foot the ‘Child Welfare League of 
America,’ whose support is apparently guaranteed by a 
few wealthy patrons about New York City. This 
League, under the direction of Dr. C. C. Carstens, is at 
present perhaps the most powerful influence in the 
country in the field of child welfare. Last year and the 
year before regional conferences were held in the South 
and the programs included discussion of problems in the 
children’s institution. For many years some of us had 
been attending conferences held in the interest of chil- 
dren without having any time devoted to the considera- 
tion of the institution. The Child Welfare League 
pursues a policy of friendliness toward every agency 
that is trying to do an intelligent and decent work for 
the uplift of children. It looks now as if a very much 
brighter day had dawned in which the social workers of 
the country are disposed to be perfectly fair and just 
toward the institution. All of which means that our 
orphanages have a very much better opportunity than 
has ever been accorded them before. We may now 
have free discussion and fair consideration in the con- 
ferences of our best informed social workers. The 
change of attitude gives the orphanage people a new 
position that we should not be slow to improve.” 


AN INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR CRIPPLED 
CHILDREN 


The movement for the care and education of crippled 
children in Ohio had its beginning about six years ago 
by the establishment of an orthopedic clinic in a dispen- 
sary maintained by a District Nurses’ Association. A 
Rotary Club became interested, which furnished a spe- 
cial fund of several thousand dollars each year for the 
care of cripples, a special school was started for children 
unable to attend the regular school, transportation was 
furnished, and later a warm lunch each day. Meanwhile 
several Rotary Clubs became interested in the crippled 
work in their respective communities, and a society, 
originally of Rotarians, to help crippled children was 
formed, called the Ohio Society for Crippled Children, 
with headquarters in Elyria, Ohio. 
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But it soon became apparent that many other state- 
wide agencies, both public and private, had some con- 
tact with this work, and it was necessary that some 
representative committee must be established to co- 
ordinate their activities. Thus there came about an 
Advisory State Council for the Handicapped, composed 
of a representative from the following agencies: the 
state board of health, state department of public wel- 
fare, state department of education, state department of 
vocational education and department of industrial rela- 
tions; and also a representative from these private 
agencies: Ohio Medical Association, Ohio Hospital 
Association, Ohio Society for Crippled Children, Ohio 
Institute for Public Efficiency, Ohio Public Health Asso- 
ciation, and Ohio Red Cross. 


The Ohio Institute for Public Efficiency brought 
about the organization of this Council and has since 
been most helpful in co-ordinating their work and 
directing the combined effort of all these varied activi- 
ties as they pertain to crippled children. 


It is interesting to note that there has now been taken 
an additional step and an International Society for 
Crippled Children has been organized for the purpose of 
assisting Rotary Clubs and other agencies in other 
states and countries to develop their programs as they 
relate to the handicapped child. Mr. Harry H. Howett, 
formerly in charge of the Division of Child Care of the 
Ohio Department of Public Welfare, has become Execu- 
tive Secretary of the International Society, and his 
temporary address is 1869 Forsythe Avenue, Columbus, 
Ohio. 


“FEAR ON THE RUN” 


Two hundred and seventy-five patients voluntarily 
sought admission to the Boston Psychopathic Hospital 
during 1922 on essentially the same basis on which pa- 
tients enter a general medical or surgical hospital. This 
unmistakably points to a lessening of fear of mental 
hospitals and growing confidence in their uses. A large 
number of these 275 voluntary patients were not found 
to be suffering from so-called insanity at all, and their 
fears on this score were put happily to rest. A freer use 
of such hospitals, which are essentially diagnostic insti- 
tutions, will do much to stem the flood of chronic, hope- 
less admissions to state hospitals for the insane. 


To the Out-Patient Department of this hospital came 
1358 new patients. They come and go as freely to this 
department as to an eye or ear clinic or to a chest 
department. The problems presented involved social 
as well as medical questions. Here are a few of the 
reasons for their visiting this Department last year: 
Backward in school; chronic truancy, nervousness, 
lack of initiative, and proneness to worry, etc.—From 
Monthly Bulletin Massachusetts Society for Mental 
Hygiene. 


TWO KINDS OF TWINS 


“Galton was perhaps the first to recognize that there 
are two kinds of twins: identical twins and ordinary or 
fraternal twins. Ordinary twins are merely brothers 
and sisters that happen to be born together. Each 
comes from a separate fertilized egg, and they differ in 
their hereditary complex as widely as do brothers and 
sisters in general. Such twins may be both male, both 
female, or a male and a female. Identical twins have 
an origin quite different from this. It is particularly 
certain, though not as yet fully demonstrated for human 
beings, that the two individuals are derived from the 
two halves of a single egg which had been fertilized by a 
single sperm. Thus we have twins with identical 
heredity and twins with quite different heredity.” 

—H. H. Newman, University of Chicago. 


DECREASE IN INSTITUTIONAL POPULATION 
OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN IN NEW YORK 
The Annual Report of the State Board of Charities 


of New York for 1922 brings the following comparative 
figures: 


A. In Institutions: 1915 1922 
Deaf and blind children................... 2,082 2,022 
Committed for delinquency................ 3,275 3,540 
Committed for destitution or improper guar- 

5,549 7,242 
Totals in institutions................ 36,253 30,733 


B. Outside of Institutions: 


In homes of widowed mothers, cared for by 
boards of child welfare.................. none 34,374 
Totals outside of institutions.......... 5,335 38,301 


The report continues: 

‘*Examination of the above tabulation shows that the 
greatest changes during the period considered have been 
in the mothers’ allowance cases and the children under 
institutional care for destitution or improper guardian- 
ship. It seems probable that the steady decrease in 
the number of children under institutional care for 
these reasons is due to the development of the mothers’ 
allowance work more than to any other single factor. 
But consideration must be given also to such other 
qualities as the results of prohibition; more careful 
case work on the part of committing officers, with the 
result that in many instances family problems are 
solved without the acceptance of the children as public 
charges or their commitment to an institution; the 
growing use of boarding-out as a means of caring for 
dependent children and a general tendency to avoid 
the commitment of children to institutions when other 
means of care can be provided.” 


THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PROMOTION OF CHILD WELFARE 


The Third Ordinary Session of this Association will be 
held in Paris about June 1, 1924. The American Section 
has been requested to contribute papers from an 
American standpoint for the discussion of the following 
topics: 
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. Open-air schools and classes. 

. What means should be employed to protect the 
children of women who work in trade or industry? 

. The condition of the children in the colonies. 

. Tests for vocational training. 

. Should school hygienic service be placed under the 
public health department or the department of 
public instruction? 


or 


If there is a good opportunity, will our members 
please tell their Boards of Directors at the next meeting 
about some of the activities of the Child Welfare League 
of America if you have not recently done so? Thank you! 


The various publications from which quotations are 
made are generally on file in this office and may be 
procured for fuller study. 


CHILD WELFARE NEWS 


Dr. R. R. Reeder, of the Marsh Foundation School, 
Van Wert, Ohio, a member of our Executive Commitiee, 
leaves in about a week for the Balkans to finish up and 
close out the work of the Serbian Child Welfare Asso- 
ciation in Jugo-Slavia, in whose organization he took a 
leading part. On the same trip he may give some time 
to the work of the Near East Relief. 

The United States Children’s Bureau has just pro- 
duced a two-reel film entitled “Well Born,” which it is 
believed will meet the need felt by all interested in the 
health of mothers and babies for a simple and convinc- 
ing presentation of the question of prenatal care. 

The old-time orphanage derived a large part of its 
support by appeals to the emotions of people. ‘The 
poor little orphans were paraded before the public, as 
pitiful a lot of ragamuffins as were ever shown on land 
or sea. The soft hearted were stirred by those pitiful 
tales of woe, and laid their gifts on the table bathed in 
their tears.” 

“But the modern orphanage or children’s institution 
does not stand on the street corners with its hat in its 
hand and beg for pennies from the passing throng. . . . 
The children do not live in luxury, but they do live in 
comfort. They are required to work, but they are given 
time to play. Childhood here is not repressed. The 
children are red-blooded and full of life. It is no place 
for pale ghosts who never smile but always weep. In 
short, it is exactly the opposite of the old-time orphan- 
age as depicted to us in books like ‘Dear Enemy.’ 

“The modern church orphanage is a home and a 
school, supported by a denomination which asks no 
alms of others, but with cheerful fervor pledges its sup- 
port to this object of its love and care, and with whole- 


Have you read all of the League’s publica- 
tions? We can supply the following in such 
numbers as are desired: 


BuLttetin No. 6.—The Need for Psychological 
Interpretation in the Placement of Depen- 
dent Children, by Jessie Taft, Ph.D. 

Price, Fifteen Cents 


Butietin No. 7.—What Dependent Children 
Need. Edited by C. V. Williams. 
Price, Fifty Cents 


But.etin No. 9.—Condensed Report of a Sur- 
vey of Juvenile Delinquency in Rochester, 
New York, by Henry W. Thurston. 

Price, Fifty Cents 


CasE Stupres, Case No. 1, Edited by Miss 
Georgia G. Ralph. 
Price, Thirty Cents 
Twenty-five or more copies, Twenty-five Cents each 


hearted enthusiasm more than pays its pledge. It is 
not a suppliant, sobbing its way into the favor of the 
public, but an independent, self-respecting institution 
which merits and receives the loving loyalty of the 
Christian host which is happy and grateful to hold it 
near its heart.” —From Charity and Children. 


The figures compiled by the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture show that there are approximately 
2,000,000 more children under ten years of age on 
farms than there are in cities with an equivalent popu- 
lation. The farms are, therefore, rearing and educating 
“the equivalent of a small nation,” which they are 
turning over to the cities as soon as the boys and girls 
reach an age to become productive in industry. 


ENCLOSURES 
(Sent to members of League only) 
The enclosures for this month are: 

1. Library List of the League, Bulletin No. 10. We 
shall be glad to respond to requests for books, 
pamphlets, and magazines. 

2. Leaflet of the New Jersey Children’s Home Society. 

3. Leaflet of the Vermont Children’s Aid Society. 
Written with a story by Dorothy Canfield Fisher. 


A copy of this Bulletin is this month being sent to all 
members of the Inter-City Conference on Illegitimacy. 


CHANGES FOR DIRECTORY 
Oxu10.— Department of Public Welfare, Division of 
Charities, Columbus. Mr. P. E. Kilgore, Director 
Child Care, to succeed Mr. Harry H. Howett, resigned. 
Mrs. Cora C. Cooley, resigned. 


é 
& 
ae 
fa 
| 
eae 
4 
: 


¥ 
3 


